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	 The spring legislative session is 
now underway in Springfield and there 
are a few bills that we are tracking very 
closely. I will include those bills in this 
edition.

	 First, we have Senate Bill 3080 
which is building on the lead service 
line issues brought up in last year’s SB 
550 which passed both houses and was 
signed into law in January of 2017. As 
filed, SB 3080 amends the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
Law of the Civil Administrative Code of 
Illinois and provides that the Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
shall, by rule, establish a comprehensive 
low-income water assistance policy 
and program. It also amends the Public 
Utilities Act by adding requirements 
related to billing statements and 
reconnection of service for water and 
sewer utilities. Provides that upon request 
by a water utility, the Illinois Commerce 
Commission may allow, but may not 
require, a water utility to establish 
a customer assistance program and 
provides that an entity subject to certain 
federal laws that serves or provides water 
or sewer services to a specified number 
of people shall conduct a cost of service 
study every 5 years.

	 Finally, SB 3080 amends the 
Environmental Protection Act by 
providing that within one year of the 
effective date of the amendatory Act, 
every community water system shall 
create a plan to remove all known lead 
service lines within 10 years from the 
completion of the plan. It will also 
require each community water system 
to implement an asset management plan 

designed to inspect, maintain, repair, and 
renew its infrastructure within 18 months 
of the effective date of the amendatory 
Act. The Department of Public Health 
would be required to adopt rules for lead 
replacement that require an expedited 
timeline for high risk facilities and 
communities within 18 months of the 
effective date of the amendatory Act. It 
would also create a Statewide Advisory 
Council on Lead in Drinking Water 
and require specified community water 
supplies to create local water system 
advisory councils tasked with various 
duties related to lead in drinking water 
awareness. Obviously, IRWA is very 
concerned with a lot of issues contained 
in the bill and has already attended 
two Senate Committee hearings and 
a stakeholders meeting. IRWA, along 
with the Illinois Section AWWA, asked 
our members to file a witness slip in 
opposition to the bill and several hundred 
systems responded. We thank each one 
that filed and ask that you continue to 
respond when asked. You can check the 
status of the bill at the following link: 
http://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp
?DocNum=3080&GAID=14&DocType
ID=SB&LegID=110656&SessionID=91
&GA=100

	 HB 4792 is a bill drafted by IRWA 
and amends the Property Tax Code by 
providing that a regional water treatment 
facility shall be certified by providing 
to the Department of Revenue proof 
of a valid facility number issued by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. This minor change will enable 
NFP water companies to more readily 
demonstrate to the Illinois Department of 

Revenue that they qualify for a real estate 
tax exemption on their water treatment 
facility improvements. To check the 
status of that bill type in the following 
link: http://ilga.gov/legislation/
BillStatus.asp?DocNum=4792&GAID=
14&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=110108&
SessionID=91&GA=100

	 HB 5105 would amend the Illinois 
Municipal Code and provides that a 
municipality that supplies water to 2 or 
more municipalities must submit a report 
no later than 60 days after the effective 
date of the amendatory Act and then 
annually on or before January 1 to each 
municipality to which it supplies water. 
The report must contain the water rates 
for each municipality that is supplied 
water and, if the water rates differ 
between the municipalities that receive 
water, a justification as to why water rates 
are different between municipalities. If 
the municipality supplying the water 
changes water rates causing water rates to 
be different between the municipalities, 
the municipality must submit a report to 
each municipality to which it supplies 
water no later than 5 business days 
after the change in water rates unless 
the change is reflected in the annual 

Spring in Springfield by Frank Dunmire,
IRWA Executive Director

continued on page 5
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report. If passed, this bill would be yet 
another unneeded mandate from the State 
that would really serve no purpose. The 
following link will take you to the Illinois 
General Assembly website to check on 
the status of this bill: http://ilga.gov/
legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=510
5&GAID=14&DocTypeID=HB&LegID
=110651&SessionID=91&GA=100

	 If passed, HB 5606 would also amend 
the Illinois Municipal Code by providing 
that a municipal waterworks system, water 
supply system, or combined waterworks 

and sewerage system shall offer reduced 
rates to consumers living in a household 
at or below 150% of the federal poverty 
guidelines. That upon the submission of 
a signed affidavit and evidence verifying 
the consumer’s household income, the 
municipal water system shall grant a 
25% discount on all subsequent charges 
for water service. The municipality may 
require annual recertification of income 
levels for qualifying consumers and that 
it may not charge to qualifying consumers 
any fees related to the disconnection or 

reconnection of water service. A status 

check on this bill can be found at: http://

ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?Doc

Num=5606&GAID=14&DocTypeID=

HB&LegID=111621&SessionID=91&

GA=100

	 We will continue to track these bills 

throughout this legislative session and will 

reach out to you, our valued, members if 

we need action on your part. Again, thanks 

to all of those that completed witness slips 

for the hearings on SB3080.

Spring in Springfield continued from page 4
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	 Last month, the 2018 Omnibus 
Spending Bill was passed by Congress 
and signed into law soon after. One part 
of that approved bill was the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act of 2018, which 
included very favorable funds for rural 
America...and as such, rural Illinois. 

	 As one of the nation-wide state 
association affiliates of the National 
Rural Water Association, IRWA would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank our Illinois U.S. Representatives 
and two Senators for the significant water 
and wastewater infrastructure investments 
for rural America in their support for this 
Act.  Specifically, the increases in the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Water and Wastewater loan and grant 
program that will provide the Department 
with the necessary resources to address 
the current backlog of over $3 billion 
dollars in eligible and desperate needed 
rural water infrastructure projects.

	 This increased investment will 
make water projects affordable for rural 
communities.  Rural America is facing 
a large infrastructure demand burden 
for federal compliance with the Safe 
Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act, 
needed upgrades to aging infrastructure, 

and even expansions of water lines to 
service new customers who are currently 
without adequate water or sanitation.

	 The much appreciated restoration 
of the Circuit Rider technical assistance 
initiative, the grassroots source water 
protection initiative and wastewater 
technical assistance will allow continued 
and uninterrupted needed technical 
assistance.

	 Rural and small communities owe 
a great debt of gratitude to all of these 
Congressmen for their recognition and 
support of those water investments that 
are specifically targeted to communities 
with populations less than 10,000 
persons. No community can prosper 
or be sustainable without reliable and 
affordable water and wastewater service.  
With this investment, rural and small 
town Illinois, and America, will be much 
stronger.

	 On the national scale, our parent 
organization, the National Rural Water 
Association submitted a press release 
on March 23rd, with their comments in 
regard to the rural water and wastewater 
increased funding. The following is that 
statement.

******

	 The National Rural Water 
Association (NRWA) commends the 
House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees for providing increases in 
federal water infrastructure funding for 
Rural America. 

	 “This is a very significant action 
from Congress with increased attention 
and investments to address the unmet 
water infrastructure needs in Rural 
America,” stated Sam Wade, CEO of 
NRWA. 

	 The Consolidated Appropriations 
Act of 2018 (HR 1625) included 
$560,263,000 for USDA’s Rural Utilities 

A Huge Positive for Rural Illinois...
and America

by Don Craig
IRWA Deputy Executive Director

continued on page 8
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Service Water and Waste Disposal 
Program Account, and, to further 
enhance rural water infrastructure, the 
appropriators included an additional 
$500,000,000 for direct rural water and 
waste disposal loans and grants to remain 
available until expended. This federal 
program is the only water infrastructure 
account specifically targeted to rural 
populations. Congress also provided 
USDA the flexibility to use this funding 
to increase the direct loan level to support 
billions in loan authority. These low-
interest loans are coupled with a 40-year 
term to make water rates affordable for 
low-income residents and communities. 

	 There are approximately 52,000 
community water supplies in the United 
States, and 92% serve populations 
of 10,000 or less. The NRWA and its 
49 state association affiliates provide 

compliance training and technical 
assistance to approximately 100,000 rural 
and small system personnel annually to 
address the numerous federally-mandated 
drinking and clean water rules and 
regulations. 

	 America enjoys the safest water 
supply in the world due to the small 
water and waste water system personnel 
that work every minute of every day to 
protect and maintain the integrity of the 
nation’s most important resource. 

	 “Communities that have been 
waiting for available affordable 
resources to address deferred upgrades or 
enhancements will now be able to move 
forward,” stated Wade. 

	 NRWA looks forward to working in 
close consultation with USDA and other 
industry partners to make wise use of 
these additional funds and address Rural 

America’s water infrastructure needs. 

	 The National Rural Water 
Association is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to training, supporting, and 
promoting the water and wastewater 
professionals that serve small 
communities across the United States. 
The mission of NRWA is to strengthen 
State Associations.

	 NRWA provides training and 
technical assistance through 49 affiliated 
State Rural Water Associations that 
currently have over 31,000 utility system 
members. Last year, State Rural Water 
Association staff delivered over 75,000 
on-site technical assistance visits and 
150,000 hours of training to more than 
37,000 utilities. Rural Water training and 
technical assistance covers every aspect 
of operating, managing, and financing 
water and wastewater utilities.

A Huge Positive for Rural Illinois...
and America

continued from page 6
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	 Well, another successful conference 
in Effingham has come and gone already! 
Seems like the week goes by so fast for 
as long as I anticipate and prepare for it. 

This year brought a couple changes, 
as we added 15 more exhibitor booths. 
Since those booths were in the rooms that 
we usually held lunches in - that meant 
that we had to find another place to eat.  
A tent was put up on the concrete pad 
where our new training room is supposed 
to be and a couple heaters were put in 
place. It worked out fine for Tuesday 
when it was 60 degrees. However, reports 
were not so great when the temperature 
fell on Wednesday. This issue will be 
better next year.

	 According to the feedback cards 
received, the best liked thing about our 
conference is the exhibitors. I can totally 
understand that. I have said it before, 
but I am going to say it again. IRWA 
exhibitors are really the BEST! This year 
39 of them donated to the Sportsman’s 
Raffle helping us to raise the $8,000 that 
we needed to send to National Rural 
Water for our portion of the WATERPAC.  
They also donated $1,750 to give away 
in cash prizes, and $975 to the Associate 
Member Scholarship Fund. Not to 
mention that they really are a fun bunch 
of people too!

	 The winners of the scholarship this 
year were Leah Faith Hill, daughter of 
Wendy Hill who is the Administrative 
Secretary at Fountain Water District and 
Toby Scott Steidinger, son of Martin 
Steidinger who is the Superintendent at 
the City of Fairbury.

	 Congratulations also goes out to 
the City of Assumption for winning the 
Best Tasting Water contest, Water Well 
Solutions; Associate member of the Year, 
City of Hamilton; Water System of the 
Year, Andy Wennerstrom; Water System 
Operations Specialist of the Year, City 
of Vienna; Wastewater System of the 
Year, John Evans; Wastewater System 
Operations Specialist of the Year, Village 
of East Alton and Village of Washburn; 
Runner Up Water System of the Year, 
Ron Miller and Ken Pals; Runner Up 
Water System Operations Specialist of 
the Year, Village of Walnut and City of 
Girard; Runner Up Wastewater System 
of the Year, and Phil Milano and Tim 
Schoenig Runner Up Wastewater System 
Operations Specialist of the Year. 

	 One of the questions on the 
feedback card asked if attendees would 
be interested in taking a certification 
overview on Thursday afternoon 
immediately following the conference 
and taking the exam on Friday. This 

question generated enough response that 
after a lengthy discussion at our staff 
meeting this month, we have decided to 
offer this next year.

	 A special thank you to PDC 
Laboratories for sponsoring lunch on 
Tuesday and Sol Systems for sponsoring 
the lunch on Wednesday. SIWOA for 
donating a bean bag toss game and a 
drone to the auction. 

	 Thank you to all for attending, 
exhibiting, donating & purchasing raffle 
tickets, speaking and sponsoring this 
event. We can plan for months – but 
if you don’t show up, the conference 
wouldn’t happen! Pictures from the week 
can be seen on our Facebook page. Just 
search Illinois Rural Water Association or 
click the Facebook logo on our website to 
go directly to our page. 

2018 Annual Technical Conference 
Re-Cap

by Heather McLeod
IRWA Membership Services Assistant

Welcome to Spring
in Illinois
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Think
Tnemec.
Tnemec Company has been the leading supplier of protective 
coatings to the water industry for decades. Our extensive line 
of proven products offers unparalleled corrosion protection and 
aesthetics, extending your maintenance cycles and providing 
unmatched life-cycle value. Contact us for a complimentary 
protective coatings packet or coating system consultation. When 
you think of coatings, think Tnemec.

Contact your local Tnemec coatings consultant:

Northern Illinois
Erik Otten
Taylor Coating Sales, Inc.
Tel: (708) 387-0305
eotten@tnemec.com

Western Illinois
Keith Kennett
Taylor Coating Sales, Inc.
Tel: (309) 945-2094
kkennett@tnemec.com

Southern Illinois
Mike Cerutti
Coating Solutions, LLC
Tel: (314) 703-8042
mcerutti@tnemec.com

1-800-TNEMEC1   
www.tnemec.com

Scott Smith  - Territory Manager - 270.703.0697
scotts@united-systems.com

www.united-systems.com - 800.455.3293

Measure
Every
Drop…

Bill Every
Drop...

AMR / AMI | SOFTWARE | WATER LOSS



12 Water Ways Volume XV - Spring 2018

Proven for  
Public Works.
IPRF is The Leader in 
Workers’ Compensation 
Coverage

Since its inception in 1985, the Illinois  
Public Risk Fund has invited public entities 
and government agencies to examine its  
outstanding record for cost-effective  
workers’ compensation coverage. Today, 
nearly 700 risk managers rely on IPRF for:

•  It’s AAA Exceptional Rating

•  Money-Saving Grant Programs

•   First Dollar Coverage with No  
Deductible

•   Consistent Cost Savings Through Low 
Overhead and Investment Income

•   A Dedicated Claims Unit with Easy  
Access and Aggressive Subrogation

•  Interest-Free Premium Financing

P R O U D L Y  S E R V I N G  T H E  P U B L I C  S E C T O R

www.iprf.com

800-289-IPRF • 708-429-6300
FAX 708-429-6488
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©2016 Cady Aquastore, Inc.  Aquastore is a registered trademark 
and Vitrium is a trademark of CST Industries, Inc.

The interior of ALL Aquastore® tanks feature proprietary 
Vitrium™ coating technology enhanced with titanium 

dioxide for the toughest glass available.

•  Tough TiO2 glass formulation provides longer life

•  White interior is easier to inspect than darker coatings

•  Electrostatically applied base coat application ensures      
    consistent quality

•  Factory certified  holiday-free  sheets

•  Designed for use in both cold and hot climates

•  Designed, fabricated, shipped and supported within      
    the USA

what’s inside matters
Don’t settle for less 

than the best

get the quality 
you deserve

Represented in Northern Illinois
Peterson & Matz Inc., Elgin, IL

Ph: (847) 844-4405 
Call today (815) 899-5678 
or visit cadyaquastore.com Represented in Southern Illinois

Municipal Equipment Co., Inc., St Louis, MO
Ph: (314) 645-2400
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	 I received a nice letter from Jesse 
White, Illinois Secretary of State, a few 
days ago. It seems Jesse had reviewed 
my “permanent record”.  Upon review, 
he found I was lacking in the necessary 
qualifications to drive upon the highways 
and byways of the State of Illinois. Since 
I had been a good-boy for many a year I 
was puzzled that Jesse would have such 
a low opinion of my driving. Must be a 
mistake!

	 I promptly took Jesse’s letter to the 
nearby State Driving Center to learn 
what, if anything, could have prompted 
such a letter. Jesse’s letter said that I had 
to take an eye exam, pay some money 
and take the written test. 

	 I was OK with two out of three items 
but the last request was something I was 
hoping to avoid. The nice lady at the 
driving center reviewed the letter and 
informed me very politely that I would 
need to complete all three items or I 
would no longer be able to drive upon 
the highways and byways of the State of 
Illinois. Cool! 

	 Does that mean I no longer have 
to pay taxes for something the State 
may ban me from using?  I cleaned my 
glasses, wiped my eyes and got out my 

check book, which should take care of 
items one and two. Maybe, I should 
review the Rules of the Road manual 
before I tackle the third item. I had 
a feeling that a few items may have 
changed since I had last taken the exam 
approximately fifty years ago. 

	 Taking the driving exam, brought 
to mind taking the State Certification 
exams. Maybe I should do some studying 
before I embark on such a noble task. I 
should have a plan of attack in order to 
pass the exam. I thought back to some 
advice I received from a young girl about 
the way to make good grades and how 
to pass test stuff. She was very smart 
and good looking and I was eager for 
guidance (and to impress her). Maybe I 
should get back to the exam and how to 
pass the exam. Let me see, I think it was 
like this: go to class, listen while in class, 
take notes in class, study your notes, 
read the book and repeat these items as 
necessary prior to taking a test. 

	 Boys and girls, I tried this formula 
and it works! So plan your work and 
work your plan, as an old sage would say.

	 So I pass this bit of wisdom on to 
you operators who are preparing to take 
a certification exam. Get a “rules of the 

road” book. A book that is up to date and 
pertains to the subject matter on which 
you are going to be examined, Read the 
book, take some notes, go to training 
classes, listen to what is being discussed 
and put your plan together. Also, don’t 
forget that IRWA has a training booklet, 
IRWA circuit riders and waste water 
techs are here to assist in any way we 
can. All you need to do is put a plan 
together, stick to that plan and you will 
be successful in passing your upcoming 
test.

	 Yup, I passed and I’m still driving 
the highways and byways of the State 
of Illinois. I hope to be stopping by 
your place of business soon and saying 
Howdy!

“Rules of the Road” by John Bell,
IRWA Wastewater Technician
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	 Last October, IRWA Executive 
Director Frank Dunmire, Deputy 
Director Don Craig, NRWA President 
and IRWA Board Member Steve Fletcher 
and myself attended the National Rural 
Water Association Emergency Response 
Training in Tallahassee, FL. The 1 ½ 
day training was held in  Florida Rural 
Water’s warehouse and was mostly 
hands on training (and a lot of sweating, 
metal building in Florida) consisting of 9 
different stations to dealing with various 
emergencies situations. Power outages 
was a big topic do to the hurricanes that 
the south deals with on what seems to be 
a regular basis as of late.

	 Here in Illinois, we can also have a 
lot of situations where we as Water and 
Wastewater Operation Specialists have 
to deal with: power outages be it due to 
ice storms, tornadoes, or power company 
issues. Some of you are fortunate to 
have standby generators for your water 
plants and lift stations but not all are. 
The station that I really thought was 
interesting was the one where they were 
running a 3 phase motor up to 20 HP off 
of a portable single phase generator. The 
key, VFD’s (Variable Frequency Drive). 

Information below provided 
by Florida Rural  Water 
Association.
   The biggest advantage of VFD pump 
control is that the small single phase 
generators that can be purchased at any 
building supply company such as Lowe’s, 
Menards, or Home Depot can be used 
to power small water and wastewater 
facilities in an emergency situation. There 
are a few considerations in selecting a 

generator since the kilowatt rating is not 
directly applicable to three phase motor 
application.

Recommendations for Sizing 
Single Phase Generators
     It is always best to provide a generator 
size larger than needed since the cost 
difference is nominal but the additional 
power and start up capability may be 
needed. Field conditions may also require 
full horsepower operation. 

	 The suggested sizing requirements 
are to multiply the HP of the installation 
by 1,000 and then select a generator in a 
range that provides at least 50% safety 
factor. To follow, are some suggested 
guidelines. Note that some of the 
recommendations show that the generator 
must supply to a HP less than nominal to 
provide a 1.5 safety factor. In these cases 
the VFD would be set to a HP rating 
less than nominal nameplate rating on 
the motor. For example in the case of a 
7.5 HP motor, a 6.5 HP setting using a 
10,000 watt generator would provide a 
1.5 safety factor. However, the power 
provided might not be enough to provide 
the needed HP in the field at the lower 
setting. It would be much better to use a 
12,500 watt 
generator that 
would provide 
a 1.6 safety 
factor for the 
7.5 HP and 
reduce the HP 
in the field as 
appropriate. 

	 Although 
the smaller 
generator 

may work for a specific application, IT 
IS NOT RECOMMENDED THAT 
THE GENERATOR BE SIZED 
INTENTIONALLY BELOW THESE 
RECOMMENDATIONS.

	 We as Water and Wastewater 
Operations Specialists have and will 
again deal with a power outage that 
last for an extended period of time. 
This could possibly be a less expensive 
solution to get a facility thru an 
emergency situation. It Is recommended 
that an experienced electrician be 
consulted before purchases and they be 
the one to make all electrical connections. 

	 Keep up the good work and stay 
safe.

Single Phase Generators,
3-Phase Motors

by Jeff McCready,
IRWA Wastewater Technician
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	 Irma, Harvey, Katrina, Mitch.  These 
names represent disasters.  Some on such 
a massive scale, that recovery seemed 
impossible.  But, recovery happened.  
Lives were rebuilt and life moved on.  
Needless to say, recovery doesn’t happen 
overnight.  Even when the infrastructure 
of a community is completely destroyed, 
there is always a glimmer of hope…an 
innate courage and strength that drives 
people to “make it better”.

	 Hurricanes aren’t the only disasters 
that strike.  Massive floods, tornadoes, ice 
storms, blizzards and even typhoons; the 
litany goes on and on; are experienced 
across America.  State Rural Water 
Associations realized that, what started 
out as “hurricane response and relief”, 
needed to be “disaster response and 
relief”.  

	 The events of 9-11, Katrina and other 
natural disasters brought together several 
states within the NRWA, who decided 
it was time to develop response plans to 
assist each other after catastrophic events 
that would affect each of them.  These 
planning sessions eventually developed 
into training events that expanded from 
seven original states to now include 
dozens of others; including Hawaii!

	 Rural Water has always been about 

“leadership”.  As Dennis Sternberg, 
Executive Director of Arkansas Rural 
Water Association said, “Several state 
rural water associations have agreed to 
take a leadership role in doing annual 
emergency response training to keep our 
staffs trained and prepared in the event of 
natural or manmade disaster occurring.  It 
is not IF an event is going to occur, but 
when it will occur.  

	 Pat Credeur, Louisiana Rural Water 
Association Executive Director said, “In 
order to best serve its membership, it is 
vital that State Rural Water Associations 
be able to respond and assist water and 
wastewater systems when such events 
occur.”

	 Many states have also adopted 
mutual aid agreements and are working 
with local utilities in every state to 
establish intrastate mutual aid assistance 
agreements between both drinking water 
and wastewater utilities.  They stand 
ready to move personnel, generators and 
other materials into affected areas as 
needed.

	 The best insurance we can do as 
State Rural Water Associations is to have 
properly trained and prepared staff prior 
to the next disaster.

	 It is no wonder State Rural Water 

Associations staff are truly the first 
responders for water and wastewater 
utilities whenever disaster strikes.  Rural 
Water has been the leaders in training and 
technical assistance for over 40 years.  
It is only natural when an emergency 
response is needed, towns and small 
communities immediately call their State 
Rural Water Association.

	 So, the next time your utility comes 
in contact with someone from your State 
Rural Water Association, say a quick 
“Thank you!” for all they do for rural 
America.  It could be something small 
in your community or something very 
large hundreds of miles away for another 
community within the Rural Water 
Family.

	 Thanks for what you do each and 
every day!

Emergency Response by Steve Fletcher,
NRWA Board President

Be sure to check your sump pump this Spring!
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	 “Time is a sort of river of 
passing events, and strong is its 
current; no sooner is a thing 
brought to sight than it is swept by 
and another takes its place, and 
this too will be swept away.”      

–Marcus Aurelius

	 Sorry, that quote seems a little deep, 
but how true it is. As I was preparing my 
article, I realized that this is our 6th Annual 
IRWA Spring Administrative conference 
already and it seems like just a few months 
ago I was visiting Missouri Rural Water 
to get some ideas, talking with a group of 
local city clerks, and going over a format 
with Frank and Heather so I could roll out 
our first conference here in Illinois…and 
now 6 years later, here we are.  My parents 
always said how much time flies as you 
get older, but I had no idea how right they 
were…not to mention how many other 
things they were right about; many more 
than I care to admit.

	 Back to the matter at hand, the 2018 
Spring Administrative Conference is just 
around the corner!  I really hope you all 
will consider sending one or two members 
of your staff to the event if you have not 
already.  If you have been lucky enough to 
take part in one of them, my guess is that 
you would like to attend again…and if that 

is the case, please do so, we love to see 
our friends come back each year!!  Also, 
when we do closing comments at the end 
of conference each year, we encourage 
you to bring a guest, another town’s clerk, 
or a board member with you.  The more 
attendance we have, the more we can do to 
enhance this event in the upcoming years.  

	 Registrations are now open now for 
the 6th annual Spring Administrative 
Conference!   It will be held on May 17 
& 18, 2018 at the 4 Points by Sheridan in 
Fairview Heights again this year.  Look 
for registration information in this edition 
of Water Ways, on our website, a mailer, 
or from one of the several email blasts that 
I will be sending out.   If you do not see 
any of these correspondence, please feel 
free to contact me or the IRWA office if 
you have questions.  

	 If you haven’t heard much about 
these events, the quick summary is as 
follows:  The Administrative Conference 
is an informative day and a half of training 
specifically for administrative staff, board 
members, city officials, and any other 
clerical staff who work for municipalities 
or water systems.  The sessions always 
offer time for Q & A and the topics are 
directed at all types of subject matter your 
system administrative and elected officials 
may encounter.   We always have some 

good food, fun raffles, giveaways, and as 
much fun as possible each year…and over 
the course of the two days; you just may 
learn a thing or two!  We are still doing the 
Buy One, Get One Half Off registration 
promotion.  If a system pays for one 
regular priced registration, the second 
person from the same system is ½ off!!  
What a deal! 

	 Also, I want to write a quick note 
about all the other training IRWA puts on 
as well.  I have been doing several training 
sessions this program year, many of them 
are the free USEPA sponsored session, but 
I still offer some of the fee-based sessions 
as well.  I add new ones on the website 
every couple of months, so look to our 
website for updates!  

Thanks again!  See you soon in the 
classroom!   

6th Annual 
Spring Administrative Conference

by Phil Donelson,
IRWA Training & Marketing

Hello
   Spring!
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Where in Illinois
is This Located?

Be the first person to identify the 

location of this picture and you will 

receive an IRWA hat!

VVisit IRWA’s Facebook page and 

if you are the first person to post 

the correct answer on our wall, we 

ill send you an IRWA hat. You can 

find the link to our Facebook page 

on our website at www.ilrwa.org.

Be the first person to identify the

location of this picture and you will

receive an IRWA hat!

Visit IRWA’s Facebook page and

if you are the first person to post

the correct answer on our wall, we

will send you an IRWA hat. You can

find the link to our Facebook page 

on our website at www.ilrwa.org.
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